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People's Army or National Guard. All rents due during the
time of the Franco-Prussian War were cancelled, and those
that had been paid, were placed to the credit of future
payments. The pawn-brokers were made to return the
pledges of poor people, and pawn-shops were abolished as
" being incompatible with the rights of workers to their tools
and their credit/
The Commune was enthusiastically acclaimed as the first
world republic, and non-French residents in Paris were
accorded the same rights as French people. Salaries of even
the highest functionaries were fixed at not more than 6,000
francs per annum. Secular education was introduced and
separation of State and church established. Religious
properties were confiscated and State subsidies to religious
institutions stopped. Factories which had been abandoned
by their owners, or which for some reason or another were
not working, were registered, and plans drawn up for them
to be operated by the workers themselves, with one great
co-operative organization to control the whole production
and distribution of goods. Private labour exchanges were
abolished ;to obtain employment simply entailed registering
with the local municipal authorities.
From the first, Louise Michel was an active participant
in the Commune. She bore a rifle in the 61st battalion of
the National Guard, and threw herself wholeheartedly into
the reorganizatioiial work that the social revolution made
necessary.
For seventy-two days the Commune held out against
repeated attempts by Thiers to crush it. Time and again
troops were sent against the National Guard, and time and
again they turned the butts of their rifles towards the People's
Army, fraternized with them, and went over to the Com-
munards. There could be but one end, however. Thiers
planned a regular campaign and organized a 'Fifth Column'
within the city to help smash the resistance. Using provincial
troops, he instructed them to pretend to go over to the
Communards, with the butts of their rifles turned to the

